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In the Claims 



1. (Original) A method for distributing an inve'ntion 
isclosure over an intranet, the method comprising they^teps 
of: 

creating and submitting an invention disclosure over 
the intranet, the invention disclosure being submitted by an 
inventor to at least one evaluator via e-mail /vith a hyperlink 
to the invention disclosure; and 

transmitting evaluation comments/'of the invention 
disclosure by the at least one evaluator/via e-mail 



2. (Original) A method according to Claim 1, wherein 
the intranet includes a plurality oz users enrolled therein 
with each user having associated personnel information stored 
within the intranet, the method further comprising the steps 
of : 

creating a profile pt the- invention/diselosure'^ based* 
upon a technical area relatdmg to the invention disclosure in 
response to accessing assoyciated personnel information of the 
inventor; and 

transmitting / first notification message via e-mail 
to a first group of users based upon the created profile, the 
first group of users/being within the plurality of users and 
including a technical review coordinator, the first 
notification mess^e having a hyperlink to the invention 
disclosure . 



3. /original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein 
the at least/ one evaluator is selected by the technical review 
coordinate! 
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4. (Original) A method according to Claifrn 3, further 
comprising the steps of : / 

submitting a recommendation of the i]?ivention 
disclosure by the technical review coordinator based upon the 
evaluation comments; and / 

transmitting the recommendation /of the invention 
disclosure via e-mail to the first groun/of users. 

5. (Original) A method accoo-ding to Claim 2, wherein 
the step of transmitting the first iiot if ication message is 
responsive to submission of the iiwention disclosure. 

6. (Original) A methpd according to Claim 2, wherein 
the profile comprises a functional manager of the inventor, a 
patent attorney, a technical review person, and a contracts 
person if the invention wa^ developed under government funds. 

7. (Original)/ A method according to Claim 6, wherein 
the profile further comprises information relating to the 
inventor including ^e inventor's employee number, department 
number, building nymber, phone number and e-mail address. 

8. (O^ginal) A method according to Claim 2, wherein 
the first group) of users comprises a technical review 
coordinator, A contract administrator if the invention was 
developed unaer government funds, and an intellectual property 
administrator . 

/ 9. (Original) A method according to Claim 8, wherein 
the fii^t group of users further comprises a business area 
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manager, a supervisor of the inventor, and tl 



inventor . 



10. (Original) A method according/ to Claim 1, 
wherein the step of creating comprises th^ step of including 
an attachment to the invention disclosure 

11. (Original) A method accq/tding to Claim 1, 
wherein the step of creating comprisofe sending a notification 
message to a co-inventor, the notif/cation message being 
transmitted via e-mail with a hyp^link to the invention 
disclosure . 



12. (Original) A metMod for distributing an 
invention disclosure over an /ntranet, the intranet having a 
plurality of users enrolled therein with each user having 
associated personnel information stored within the intranet, 
the^ method comprising the yfeteps of 

creating and submitting an invention disclosure over 
the intranet, the invention disclosure being submitted by an 
inventor; 

creating a i::i/rofile of the invention disclosure based 
upon a technical area/ relating to the invention disclosure in 
response to accessirj^ associated personnel information of the 
inventor ; 

transmifc^ting a first notification message via e-mail 
to a first group /of users based upon the created profile, the 
first group of lAsers being within the plurality of users and 
including a te/chnical review coordinator, the first 
notification ymessage having a hyperlink to the invention 
disclosure ; 
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selecting at least one evaluator by /he technical 
review coordinator ; 

transmitting a second notification/ message via e- 
mail to the at least one evaluator, the sec?ond notification 
message having a hyperlink to the invention disclosure; 

submitting evaluation comment^ by the at least one 

evaluator; 

submitting a recommendatior/ of the invention 
disclosure by the technical review Coordinator based upon the 
evaluation comments; and 

transmitting the recomiat(endat ion of the invention 
disclosure via e-mail to the fj/rst group of users 

13. (Original) A method according to Claim 12, 
further comprising the stenfe of 

transmitting a Jthird notification message via e-mail 
to a- second" group' of - use^rs based upon^ the created, prof il.e, the 
second group of users bfeing within the plurality of users; and 

transmitting^ the recommendation of the invention 
disclosure via e-mai^/to the second group of users. 

14. (Original) A method according to Claim 13, 
wherein the step ©f transmitting the third notification 
message is respo/isive to submission of the invention 
disclosure . 



15./ (Original) A method according to Claim 13, 
wherein the /second group of users comprises a business area 
manager, a /supervisor of the inventor, and the inventor. 
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16. (Original) A method according to Claim 12, 
wherein the step of transmitting the first notification 
message is responsive to submission of the invent/ion 
disclosure . 



17. (Original) A method according t/o Claim 12, 
wherein the profile comprises a f unct ional^anager of the 
inventor, a patent attorney, a technical ^review person, and a 
contracts person if the invention was developed under 
government funds . 



18. (Original) A method Recording to Claim 17, 
wherein the profile further compr^lses information relating to 
the inventor including the inventor's employee number. 



department number, building n 
address . 




er, phone number and e-mail 



19. (Original) A method according to Claim 12, 
wherein the first group /of users comprises a technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator if the invention was 
developed under govei^nment funds, and an intellectual property 
administrator . 



20. (Oiyiginal) A method according to Claim 12, 
wherein the step^ of creating comprises the step of including 
tlo t 



an attachment 



the invention disclosure, 



21/ (Original) A method according to Claim 12, 
wherein the'^ step of creating comprises sending a notification 
message to/ a co-inventor, the notification message being 
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/ 



transmitted via e-mail with a hyperlink to the in/ention 
disclosure . 



22. (Original) A method for distributing an 
invention disclosure over an intranet, the i/ntranet having a 
plurality of users enrolled therein with e/ch user having 
associated personnel information stored \j^thin the intranet, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

creating and submitting an i/fivention disclosure over 
the intranet, the invention disclosure being submitted by an 
inventor ; 

creating a profile of tKe invention disclosure based 
upon a technical area relating to the invention disclosure in 
response to accessing associat^ed personnel information of the 
inventor; 

transmitting a fij^st notification message via e-mail 
to a first group ' of users yfcased upon the created- prof ile , the; 
first group of users beir^ within the plurality of users; 

transmitting A. second notification message via e- 
mail to a second groun/ of users based upon the created 
profile, the second g(xoup of users being within the plurality 
of users and including a technical review coordinator, the 

/ 

second notification message having a hyperlink to the 
invention disclo^re ; 

selecting at least one evaluator by the technical 
review coordinator ; 

tramsmitting a third notification message via e-mail 
to the at l^ast one evaluator, the third notification message 
having a h^^erlink to the invention disclosure; 

submitting evaluation comments by the at least one 
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evaluator / 

submitting a recommendation of the inA^ntion 
disclosure by the technical review coordinatorylDased upon the 
evaluation comments; and 

transmitting the recommendation ofi^ the invention 
disclosure via e-mail to the first and sec/nd group of users. 

23. (Original) A method accor(aing to Claim 22, 
wherein the step of transmitting the Sarst notification 
message is responsive to submission ^5f the invention 
disclosure . 

24. (Original) A method according to Claim 22, 
wherein the step of transmitting the second notification 
message is responsive to submission of the invention 
disclosure . 



25. (Original) A' method according to Claim 22, 
wherein the profile comprises a functional manager of the 

tto^ 



inventor, a patent a 
contracts person if t 
government funds . 



ney, a technical review person, and a 
invention was developed under 



26. (Original) A method according to Claim 25, 
wherein the profi/le further comprises information relating to 
the inventor inceluding the inventor's employee number, 
department nunjber, building number, phone number and e-mail 
address . 




/27. (Original) A method according to Claim 22, 
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wherein the first group of users comprises a busings area 
manager, a supervisor of the inventor, and the iijfVentor. 

28. (Original) A method according to /:laim 22, 
wherein the second group of users comprises a /technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator if the/ invention was 
developed under government funds, and an intellectual property 
administrator . 



29. (Original) A method acceding to Claim 22, 
wherein the step of creating comprises the step of including 
an attachment to the invention disc^losure . 




30. (Original) A method according to Claim 22, 
wherein the step of creating a^mprises sending a notification 
message to a co- inventor, th^ notification message being 
transmitted via e-mail- wit^ a hyperlink, to the invention 
disclosure . 



31. (Original) An intranet for distributing an 
invention disclosure /comprising: 

a first software module for creating and submitting 
an invention discLosure over the intranet, the invention 
disclosure being /submitted by an inventor to at least one 
evaluator via e^^mail with a hyperlink to the invention 
disclosure; arra 

a ^econd software module for transmitting evaluation 
comments of/ the invention disclosure by the at least one 
evaluator Aia e-mail . 
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32. (Original) An intranet according to c/aim 31, 
wherein the intranet includes a plurality of users/ enrolled 
therein with each user having associated personnel information 
stored within the intranet, the intranet further comprising: 

a third software module for creating a profile of 
the invention disclosure based upon a techiyrcal area relating 
to the invention disclosure in response tc/ accessing 
associated personnel information of the /inventor; and 

a fourth software module for/transmitting a first 
notification message via e-mail to a/rirst group of users 
based upon the created profile, the/ first group of users being 
within the plurality of users and/including a technical review 
coordinator, the first notif icaj/ion message having a hyperlink 
to the invention disclosure, 

33. (Original) An/ intranet according to Claim 32, 
wherein the at . least one elvaluator -is selected/ by the. 
technical review coordiriator . 

34. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 33, 
further comprising : 

a fifth software module for submitting a 
recommendation of/the invention disclosure by the technical 
review coordinatjor based upon the evaluation comments; and 

a six^h software module for transmitting the 
recommendat ionr of the invention disclosure via e-mail to the 
first group ®f users. 

15. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 32, 
wherein ^he fourth software module for transmitting the first 
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notification message is responsive to submission of the 
invention disclosure . 

36. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 32, 
wherein the profile comprises a functional manager of the 
inventor, a patent attorney, a technical review person, and a 
contracts person if the invention was/developed under 
government funds . 



37. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 36, 
wherein the profile further comp^rises information relating to 
the inventor including the inventor's employee number, 
department number, building rmmber, phone number and e-mail 
address . 



38. (Original) /Kn intranet according to Claim 32, 
wherein the - f irst group/of users* comprises- a,* technical/ review, 
coordinator, a contraCyC administrator if the invention was 
developed under govei^nment funds, and an intellectual property 
administrator . 




39. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 38, 
wherein the firat group of users further comprises a business 
area manager, a/ supervisor of the inventor, and the inventor. 



40 / (Original) An intranet according to Claim 31, 
wherein the /first software module comprises instructions for 
including an attachment to the invention disclosure. 



41. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 31, 
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wherein the first software module comprises instructions for 
sending a notification message to a co-invent0r, the 
notification message being transmitted via ^^mail with a 
hyperlink to the invention disclosure. 



42. (Original) An intranet for distributing an 
invention disclosure, the intranet having a plurality of users 
enrolled therein with each user havi/ng associated personnel 
information stored within the intrj^net, the intranet 
comprising : / 

a first software modu/e for creating and submitting 
an invention disclosure over t/ne intranet, the invention 
disclosure being submitted b/ an inventor; 

a second software^ module for creating a profile of 
the invention disclosure leased upon a technical area relating 
to the invention disclosure in response to accessing 
associated personnel iiiformatdon of, the inventor;. 

a third software module for transmitting a first 
notification message^ via e-mail to a first group of users 
based upon the cre/ted profile, the first group of users being 
within the plural/ty of users and including a technical review 
coordinator, the^ first notification message having a hyperlink 
to the invent iosn disclosure; 

a fiDurth software module for selecting at least one 
evaluator bW^ the technical review coordinator; 

ar fifth software module for transmitting a second 
notificat/on message via e-mail to the at least one evaluator, 
the second notification message having a hyperlink to the 
invent 3/on disclosure; 

/ a sixth software module for submitting evaluation 
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comments by the at least one evaluator; 

a seventh software module for submit/ing a 
recommendation of the invention disclosure by the technical 
review coordinator based upon the evaluation comments; and 

an eighth software module for t^nsmitting the 
recommendation of the invention disclosi4/re via e-mail to the 
first group of users. 

43. (Original) An intranet/ according to Claim 42, 
further comprising : 

a ninth software module^ for transmitting a third 
notification message via e-mail/to a second group of users 
based upon the created profilof, the second group of users 
being within the plurality o/f users; and 

wherein the eightrti software module further transmits 
the recommendation of th^invention disclosure via e-mail to 
the second group of. use^S'. 

44. (Origin/l) An intranet according to Claim 43, 
wherein the ninth software module for transmitting the third 
notification message is responsive to submission of the 
invention disclosuore . 

45. (Q'riginal) An intranet according to Claim 43, 
wherein the seofond group of users comprises a business area 
manager, a supervisor of the inventor, and the inventor. 

4i6. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 42, 
wherein the third software module for transmitting the first 
notif icabaon message is responsive to submission of the 
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invention disclosure. 



47. (Original) An intranet according to JClaim 42, 
wherein the profile comprises a functional manager of the 
inventor, a patent attorney, a technical review person, and a 
contracts person if the invention was developed under 
government funds . 



48. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 47, 
wherein the profile further comprises i/nformation relating to 
the inventor including the inventor ' s/employee number, 
department number, building number , yphone number and e-mail 
address . 

49. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 42, 
wherein the first group of users comprises a technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator if the. invention was* 
developed under government funds, and an intellectual property 
administrator . 

50. (Origin/l) An intranet according to Claim 42, 
wherein the first software module further comprises 
instructions for ii/cluding an attachment to the invention 
disclosure . 

51. /Original) An intranet according to Claim 42, 
wherein the f/rst software module further comprises 
instructions^ for sending a notification message to a co- 
inventor, t/he notification message being transmitted via e- 
mail with/a hyperlink to the invention disclosure. 
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52 . (Currently Amended) An intranet for d/stributing 
an invention disclosure, the intranet oyotcm havi]?fg a 
plurality of users enrolled therein, each of ther plurality of 
users having associated personnel information ystored within 
the intranet, the intranet comprising: / 

a first software module for creatAng and submitting 
an invention disclosure over the intranet/; the invention 
disclosure being submitted by an inventor; 

a second software module foi/ creating a profile of 
the invention disclosure based upon^a technical area relating 
to the invention disclosure in response to accessing 
associated personnel inf ormation yof the inventor; 

a third software moduZe for transmitting a first 
notification message via e-maiA to a first group of users 
based upon the created profile, the first group of users being 
within the plurality of us^rs; 

a-, fourth . softwa/re' module for. transmitting a second 
notification message vi^ e-mail to a second group of users 
based upon the created/profile, the second group of users 
being within the plu^rality of users and including a technical 
review coordinator,/ the second notification message having a 
hyperlink to the dmvention disclosure; 

a fiftJ^ software module for selecting at least one 
evaluator by the technical review coordinator; 

a s/xth software module for transmitting a third 
not if icatiory message via e-mail to the at least one evaluator, 
the third notification message having a hyperlink to the 
invention ydisclosure ; 

/ a seventh software module for submitting evaluation 
comments by the at least one evaluator; 
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Q acvcnth an eighth software module for submitting a 
recommendation of the invention disclosure by the technical 
review coordinator based upon the evaluation comm/^nts; and 

an eighth a ninth software module for /transmitting 
the recommendation of the invention disclosur^ via e-mail to 
the first and second group of users. 

53. (Original) An intranet accc/rding to Claim 52, 
wherein the third software module for transmitting the first 
notification message is responsive to/ submission of the 
invention disclosure 

54. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 52, 
wherein the fourth software module for transmitting the second 
notification message is resp9Tisive to submission of the 
invention disclosure . 

55. (Original)/ An intranet according to Claim 52, 
wherein the profile comprises a functional manager of the 
inventor, a patent at'torney, a technical review person, and a 
contracts person if /the invention was developed under 
government funds , 

56. (ofriginal) An intranet according to Claim 55, 
wherein the pijofile further comprises information relating to 
the inventor /including the inventor's employee number, 
department ]/umber, building number, phone number and e-mail 
address . 



57. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 52, 



16 



# 



In re Patent Application of: 
CHAPMAN ET AL . 
Serial No. 09/596,629 
Filing Date: June 19, 2000 

/ 

wherein the first group of users comprises a busine^ss area 
manager, a supervisor of the inventor, and the iiwentor. 

58. (Original) An intranet according^ to Claim 52, 
wherein the second group of users comprises A technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator if t^ne invention was 
developed under government funds, and an/intellectual property 
administrator . 

59. (Original) An intranet/ according to Claim 52, 
wherein the first software module yfor creating the invention 
disclosure further comprises instnruct ions for including an 
attachment to the invention disclosure. 

60. (Original) An /intranet according to Claim 52, 
wherein the first sof tware/module for creating the invention 
disclosure- further compri^es^ instructions f or. .sending.- a - 
notification message to/ a co-inventor, the notification 
message being transmil/ted via e-mail with a hyperlink to the 
invention disclosure^ 

61. (Original) A computer-readable medium having 
stored thereon af data structure, comprising: 

a fLrst data field containing data representing an 
invention disclosure created by an inventor, the invention 
disclosure /to be submitted over an intranet; 

y/a second data field containing data representing an 
e-mail message having a hyperlink to the data representing the 
invent i^on disclosure, the e-mail message to be transmitted to 
at le^st one evaluator; and 
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a third data field containing data representing 
comments of the at least one evaluator, the comm^^ts to be 
transmitted via e-mail 

62. (Original) A computer-readable/ medium according 
to Claim 61, wherein the intranet includes/a plurality of 
users enrolled therein with each user haying associated 
personnel information stored within the/ intranet , the 
computer- readable medium further comp^/ising: 

a fourth data field containing data representing a 
profile of the invention disclosur^, the profile being based 
upon a technical area relating tc/ the invention disclosure in 
response to accessing associat^ personnel information of the 
inventor; and 

a fifth data field^ containing data representing a 
first notification message/ to be transmitted via e-mail to a 
first ^ group of users - basyed, upon, the created profiXe,. the- first 
group of users being within the plurality of users and 
including a technical/review coordinator, the first 
notification messages having a hyperlink to the invention 
disclosure . 

63. (Original) A computer- readable medium according 
to Claim 62, /urther comprising a sixth data field containing 
data represmt ing selection of the at least one evaluator by 
the techniycal review coordinator. 

64. (Original) A computer- readable medium according 
to Cl^m 63, further comprising: 

a seventh data field containing data representing a 
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recommendation of the invention disclosure submiyced by the 
technical review coordinator based upon the evaluation 
comments; and / 

an eighth data field containing da/fca representing an 
e-mail message of the recommendation of the invention 
disclosure to be transmitted to the first/ group of users. 

65. (Original) A computer-readable medium according 
to Claim 62, wherein the fourth datya field containing data 
representing the profile comprises^ data representing a 
functional manager of the inventor, a patent attorney, a 
technical review person, and a/contracts person if the 
invention was developed under/ government funds. 

66. (Original) computer-readable medium according 
to Claim 65, wherein the/f ourth data field further comprises 
data representing info];?Tnat ion 'relating to the. inventor 
including the inventor's employee number, department number, 
building number, phcme number and e-mail address. 

67. (Oraginal) A computer-readable medium according 
to Claim 62, wh^ein the fifth data field containing data 
representing tile first group of users further comprises data 
representing ya technical review coordinator, a contract 
administratonr if the invention was developed under government 
funds, and/an intellectual property administrator. 

/ 68. (Original) A computer- readable medium according 
to Cla/m 67, wherein the fifth data field further comprises 
data /representing a business area manager, a supervisor of the 
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inventor , and the inventor . 

69. (Original) A computer-readab]^ medium according 
to Claim 61, further comprising a fourth ^data field containing 
data representing an attachment to be included with the 
invention disclosure 



70. (Original) A computesr- readable medium according 
to Claim 61, further comprising /a fourth data field containing 
data representing a notification message to be transmitted to 
a CO- inventor, the notificat/on message to be transmitted via 
e-mail with a hyperlink tOy/the invention disclosure. 



